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frequently gives; of the Fews in his 
Day. It is aid of them as a People, 
their Sins were general, ſo that 


© 1 "0" "© * trated by. them. They were an evil 
Se ion; 'tis added adulterous. This may be 
taken in a twofold Senſe, and was doubileſs = in 
both. It might intead, that they were degenerated 
from their excellent Anceſtors, they were not the 
Children of Abraham, which was the honourable Ti- 
tle in which they gloried: If they deſcended from 
him, according to the Fleſh, yet in a moral or ſpi- 
ritual Senſe, they were a baſe and ſ ſpurious Race, * 
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18 is a a Charader, mhich our r Lord 


publick and national Guilt was con- 
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1949 - elſe it tray intimate, tharbythe Ir Sins, they had 
— guilty of, hat is frequently polen al of in np: 
ture as, ſpiritual Adultery. - -Ged. bac diſtin 
hem. from. all-ocher Natians ; You -6 


. of all the Families of the Earth. + He bad po er 


them into Covenant with himſelf ; as he is pleag'd to 
expreſs it, he was married to them This ſingular 
Goodneſs of God to them, laid them under the ſtrong- 
eſt Obligations to Holineſs and Obedience. But 


their Catiduc vas ih no Meaſpre ſuch as it opght to 


have been. They were guilty of great Impiety and 


Wickedneſs : The moſt ſhocking Crimes were com- 
mitted among them with Impunity : The Heads of 
thePeople le;theirRulers & Teachers taught them to err; 


they taught them by their Example; and there were⸗ 


many direct Breaches of the Law "of God, which they, 
by their corrupt Gloſſes and perverſe Interpretations, 


made thePeople'to believe were no Evil at all. 


Nis true, rheꝝ all this Time kept up a mighty Show 
of Religion; they madea — about thoſe Parts 
of Duty, which would coſt them but little Pains and 


Self Denial; they would nor omit the ſmalleſt Rites, 


but they neglected the ſubſtantial Duties of Morality. 


This is the Teſtimony which our Saviour bears a- 


gainſt them; ¶ Ze pay Tithe of Mint, Aniſe cum, 


und have omitted the weightier Matters" f the Law, 
Judgment, Mercy and Faith. — They were guiley of 


Extortion and moſt cruel Injuſtice; 7 They devour d 


Widows Houſes, but at the ſame Time they made long 
Prayers, and pretended to a great deal of Goodneſs ; 
under a Shew of extraordinary Sanctity, they per- 


petrated the worſt of Crimes. This was eſpecially 
the Character of the Scribes and Phariſees, againſt 
uur our en une "_ eos? their Hy- 


44 pocriſy 
| 0 Amos iii.2, Jer. iii. 14. | | —_—— t Mat xxili. 14. 


at. 


— Wy — 10 3 —— they . not 
have been able to maintain ſuch an exalted Character 
for Piety and Goodneſs, as they did notwithſtanding 
their Crimes. They bad — the Jes to believe; 
hat Duties of the ſecond. Table were of little: or no 


d fs tos. Nu r 
boaſted that they were Abraham's Seed, Ye are of your 
Father the Devil, and theLuſts of your Father ye will 25 + 


And if we examine the Account given by their 
own Hiſtorian, we Thall be diſpoſed to think, that our 


d was not ſevere in this 14 againſt them ; 


that he Has not at all aggravated the Corruption which 


revailed among the Jes. — The Character which 
Foſepbus gives, of the Impiety and Wickedneſs of 
that Age, is ſo bad; that One is ready to wonder, 
ſuch Miſereants were ſuffered to live; that God did 
not immediately, by ſome ſignal Judgment, extirpate 
them from the Pack of the Farch. At was, ſays te, 
« a Time fruitful of all Sorts of Wickedneſs among 

cc the Fews ; fo that no Evil whatever was left un 

gactiſed.....It is impoſſible for Man to contrive 


af any new Wickedneſs, which was not then com- 


emitted. All were corrupt in their private and 
public Character. They ſtrove to exceed each 


other in Impiety toward God, and Injuſtice toward 


<' their Neighbours. The great Men oppreſs'd the 
« People, and the People ſtrove to tuin them. The 


„ former were ambitious of Dominion and Power. 


« the latter had an inſatiable Thirſt of Violence and 


1 Plunder.“ mY —— from hence,“ as One well 


obſerves, 
1 TY lll. 33, 44. uch. de Bell. Jud. & Dr.Lardzer's Cred. 


- 8 - — ARREST yn DES - 4 _ 
et ore wa ty ARIES Fer Soar RT 7 
> \ of LS eren 2 . _ 
SI I ED ̃ — — 3 


* - 
2 


1 N w_ 


1portance if 1 Arictly to thoſe of the 
we $' {ang-if „ _ tis moſt probable. 


X oft the. Je whe 


N — Werne 6 7 5 yg —_— n 
8 nmr ⁵˙———5— 


e 


2 
ee ee 


# 


5 2 
CIC ALES Wren nt 


8 
> r 8 
3 U WS 4 


_ LOSS 2 8 * hems I. N 85 r rr. 
E SiG SE inn BY Cues CEPT I nd SHE 


. MO 
> ASS Fs 


3 
7 ang =, CH 


Bi Ge 4 Swe 


5 


4 Mickedneſs thar 


y 1 . + eh a divine Meſſengers. n. 


layed te bet Mot rien theſe 


Wire niches, —_X EZ 


„Came . Aa beg — — 
5 * mi —— . 


ving, vo. reckon' of Ir, ities "by im 
| gt - 0 8 er. never 3 any Tik fulfe 
10 © Calamitits ; nor was here ever rom, th 
«© Beginning of the World, "Thin more ae 
„ Ihisis the Ae 
which 3 given by & a Who Was  hioaſelf, a Few, and 
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ew-Teſtament, to Convince us, that! tk 
at that Time ſunk ro the loweſt. Degree ol Deg 
tacy and Wickednefs.— How baſe 1. how b 17 us 
was their Treatment, of our pleſſel Lord! A Man 
Who had ſpent his, Life in Acts Kindneſs, In the 


a moſt ſincere and dilintereſted e e 0 ſerve 


th their Souls & Bodies. One who appear wich 
gave. in- | 


conteltible 


& 


T2 O 


. . ; * 
LI : OY 4 | * 1 © 2 44 — 
* r ; 15 * : . =" 
* 1 > * 8 2 « £ x * * £ * 20 I» oy 
* 5 1 * 3 & < wt tb gt K 44 YH SS Þ . v7 ='S Ss 1 
« - > 7 * py — U 
? . * > 
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'conteſtible Evidence that le was Prophet, and more 
than x Prophet; One who claim'd che exatred Cha- 
racter of the Son of God: What Ingratitude! What 
Wickedneſs ! What obduraey of Heart ! did it difcs- 
ver in the Jets, to abuſe and perſecute this great and 
good Man, this heavenly Meffenger, this divine 
-Perſon'! To reject him, one would think, had been 
bad enough: But to ill- treat him, only becauſe” his 
Kingdom was ſpiritual, and he did not anſwer their 
ambitious Expectations from the Maſtab; to thirſt 
after his Blood. and in the moſt cruel Manner to ſhed 
it, was a Conduct ſo full of Impiety & Wickedneſs, 
as not to admit of a Parallel; And this, the Death of 
Chriſt at leaſt, was a national Act: It was accom- 
pliſhed by the Rulers, the Teachers, and the Body 
of the Jewiſh Nation, who were conven'd at 3 
lem to celebrate the Paſſover. It was the People, t 
appear'd before Pilate, and with ſuch Vehemence 
urg d the Crucifixion of Chriſt, It was the Nation 
of the Jews that prefer'd Barabbas to him; that ut- 
tered that horrid Imprecation, His Blood beon us and 
our Children : || and that compell'd the timorous 
Governour to an Act of Injuſtice and Cruelty, con- 
trary to the Light of his own Mind; as he once and 


again declared to them. When I ſay, this was a na- 


tional Act, I do not intend that every individual Jew 
was active in the Death of Chriſt, or conſenting to it: 
Some, we know, were of another Mind; as the im- 
mediate Followers of our Lord, 7o/eph of Arimathea, 
Nicodemus, and doubtleſs many others who believed 
on him. But the Generality of the People, if they 
were not active in this horrid Crime, did yet conſent 
to it: By their Preſence and Connivance they ſhew'd 


their Approbation of what was done. — And after the 
| B Death 


| Matth. xxvii. 25. 


; 
17 
1 
5 
pc 
13 
* 
5 
* 
— 
4 


. 
** 
1 
' 
WT] 
'K 
1 
by 
** 
Þ 
r* 
Fo 
> 
F* 
14 
* 
78 
1% 


N 
. 


IS Dr Oo at ante ns ae 
2 E — . — 
n N a Fe 


D 


- + 9 8 — 
Arne 


* *7 Wy; 
A "DE ¶ . AO 


Pers, we " 
3 8 er > 5 Fa : 
w 5 . f . 7 205. He 
SEM 


>. Fa Sw 


9 pu Ad ** 
Wn tn — 
—— 


5 bY „ 


1 


* 2 2 


3 


bY 8 


Nn 
n 


”— — 
* 


nr 
a. 5 AS 


d 


Death and Reſurrection ben Lord ; how. did they 
reſiſt the Light which ſhone. around them! — The 
Evidence of the Truth of. Chriſtianity was ſtronger 
and clearer after the Death of Chrift, than it was be- 
fore. The Reſurrection of Chriſt, the Effuſion of 
the Holy Spirit, the Gift of Tongues, and miraculous 
| Powers,with which the Apoſtles and others were en- 
dowed, were additional Proofs that Feſus was no Im- 
nollon but the promiſed Meſſiah : . Accordingly 
Jome, who had withſtood Chriſt himſelf; and would 
not receive him as the Meſſiah, were convinced under 
the Miniſtry of his Apoſtles But the Nation of the 

Jews, that is, the: Body of the People perſiſted in 
their Infidelity: Inſtead of yielding to the full Evi- 
dence they now had, they went on to maltreat and 
to deſtroy the Preachers and Prof eſſors of the Goſ- 
pel; till they had fill'd up the Meaſure, of their Ini- 
quity, provoked God to chk them, and to give 
up their Temple & City to ſuch amazing Deſtructi- 
on; as that he, who can read the Account of it, with- 
out Aftoniſhment and Horror, muſt be. devoid of all 
2 This being the Caſe, with how much 

on might our Lord ſpeak of this Generation as 
evil and adulterous, and threaten to bring upon them, 
as he does in another Place, all the "righteous Blood 
bed upon the Earth; * ſince in them, the Wickedneſs 
and Barbarity, of all the Perſecutors that had ever 
an in the IO, ſeem'd to be called, : 


1 hc now Ned the 5 as they relate to 
So Nation of the Jews ; The plain Meaning of them 
13, that they were a very wicked People; that they 
were degenerated from their holy Anceſtors; and did 
not walk anſwerable to the Privileges & Advantages 


they had been favoured with, — I ſhall now take the 
"Oo 


* Mat. xxiii. 35. «ES 
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in my Text, is 


The Character given of the Je 
whom it has belong d. There have been Cbriſtian 
Churches, who have left their firſt Love, ſunk into 
Lukewarmneſs and Indifference, and proceeded from 
one Impiety to another, till God has removed their 
Candleſtick out of it's Place. Such juſt Diſplays of 
divine Vengeance have doubtleſs been deſign'd, not 
only to puniſh the guilty, but for the Admonition 
of others, that they might hear and fear, and not da 
ſo wickedly. Happy is it for thoſe who take the 
Warning: Happy will it be for this People, if God's 
righteous Severity towards others, may lead us to re- 
pent of our: Fornications, our Departures from that 
God, whoſe we are, and whom we ought. to ſerve. 


- The Character, which our Lord gives of the 7ewiſb 
Nation, does, I fear, in ſome Degree belong to us. 
If we are not ſo bad as they were, and I hope in God 
vue are not; yet, may it not with Truth be ſaid of us, 
that we are, on many Accounts, an evil and adulterous 
G ˙· * 


Tis a diſagreable Taſk, to mention the Sins we 
have committed, the Aggravations with which they 
have been attended, and the Guilt we have thereby 
contracted. Tis what no one would chooſe ; tis what 
nothing: ſhould: influence me to do, did I nat think it 
abſolutely my Duty, eſpecially on ſuch an Occaſion as 
this, when we are met together to confeſs. our Sins, 

and to humble our Souls before God, on Account of 
them. Tis neceſſary our Wounds ſhould be laid 
open and ſearched, in _ to their being healed, - 


Like 


. 


their Souls! when they lete a good & pleaſant Land. 


4 
4 N : 
, 23 L 1 
— \ 
- 


. 
the firſt Settlers of New-England were Men of er- 
alted Goodneſs. They were not without their Faults, 


* 8 
; . 78 * ; 2 A * 7 


but they excel'd in Vertu. What ardent Zeal! what 


diſintereſted Affection to God and his Cauſe poſſeſs:d 


where ſome. of them had large Poſſeſſions, and fought 
in this ne World, a Covert from the Storm of Per! 
ſecutiog, which us raiſed againſt them: Content to 
dwelt in a Deſart, if they might here enjoy that Li- 
berty of Conſcience, which was unreaſonably denied 
them in their native Country ? Nor was their Re- 

ligion confind to thoſe Things, in which they ſaw fit 


to diſſent from their Chriſtian Brethren. It had In- 


fluence on their whole Converſation. Vice was hard? 
ly nam d, unleſs to condemn it. A Man might live 


 feven Teats among them, and not hear a proſaneOath, 


or ſee a Man drunk / in the Street: Such was the 


honourable Teſtimony which was once given of this 


Land. But bow it the Gold become dim bow is the 
moſt ius Gold changed! Oh Neu- England how art 
thou fallen! We are not the genuine Offspring of 


the firſt Settlers of this Land; we are a ſpurious Race, 


riſen up inſtead of them, but very unlike to them. 


We are guilty of great Apoſtacy; we have broken 


the Covenant, which, as we are a profeſſing People, 
ſubſiſts between God and us. The glorious God has 
favour d us with peculiar Light & Advantages; no 


People under Heaven have had greater; hut we have 
not made anſwerable Improvements: He has taken 
us into a near Relation to himſelf; but we have been 


unfaithful to him. He has tried us with Mercies; 


: perhaps there have never been more ſignal - Appea - 


rances of Heaven for the Deliverance: and Salvation 
of any People, where there has been no Miracle, 
than there have been for this. He has tried us with 
1 5 So | Judg- 


9 


— 5 * _ bog 1 7 
Jut the Metheds he has taken Mich us, have 
Means, had a: ſuitable Effect 5 Hig Mercies. 
notmelied-us3 higJudgmants ; Fg Sens bo 
we gontinue as corrupt and wicked e, f. 217 ti 
There is t be found among us Implety \rowards 
God. A prevaikhug Neglect of JeſusChfiſt A 
ako — Holy Spirit Hand Vice & Imniora- 
of aimoſtevery;Kind e e! have further to 
— n the Subjełi of autDeventracy;will: naturally 
f } under oe cr ocker of theſe” Heu Are (Joie 
* doo d ho boi) toStgold ods i nber l 
1 begiw with Bnpiery Neward ts eb u Ib Mnu IIb 
own'd, we have the A ppearanes vf Religion: God: 
we hope in Mercy, ſtill conei nues our Candleſtick , out 
Church State abc ſpiritual Prioleges ; and we make 
Pretences of Regard te him. We keepDays of Faft> - 
ing and Prayer in one Seaſon of the Tear, and of 
Thaakſgiving in another, as our Fathers did: But 
have we not a grea t Deal of Reaſon to think, chat 
theſe Solecanitievar are radually ſinking into Formaliey 
and Hype eriſy ? If we were in any Meaſure ſincere} 
would not be a Reformation of the Evils which 
. in the midſt mee i bed ow 11 3 video 
wound by dmsns: 10 5.208 140 10 376? 
There is alſb ſome exterital Regard to the publicl 
Inflation of Religion. Tis a Uuſtom with many 
to come up to the Houſe of God, on his holy Day: 
A goodly Appearance i is then made in our Places of 
Worſhip; when 1be*Tribes come up; ibo Tribes of the | 
Toru, to gius Ibants unto the Name of the Lord, and 
iv inquire in bis J. ſenple. / Theſe Things are doubtleſs 
pleaſing to God. But ſtill, is there not an obſervable 
Degeneracy with Reſpect to the Sabhα,ju What 
Numbers are there, that wholly abſent᷑ themſelves from 
Tea Worltip? or whoſe. Seats ate often emprys 
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eſt Indiſpoſition ſhall — 2 rr the Houle of | 
Bod; ſuch as would not have kept them from pay. 
| ing a Vifie to a Friend. Tis à Practiſe with fome;: 
if the Diforderis ſuèh, as maltesConfinement neceſſary 
one Day in the Week, to wait for the Sabhath, as the 
Leiſure; ay they can fiad ; they think it much 
to giue to God ane Day in ſeven, tho he kindly 
allows them ſix for their n 
ntract a Habit of loitering at Home, one Part of 
the Day, and think it a great deal, if they afford their. 
Preſence in the Houſe of God. on the other.— If we 
look round our religious Aſſemblies, how much Ir- 
reverence and Indecency are to be-obſeryed ? Some 
ſet themſelves to fleep.; others ſpend the Time in n 
Whiſpering and. Laughing and many by the roving: 
of their Eyes diſcover. the Inattention of their Hearts. ] 
They are; glad when the Exerciſes are over, that they: 
may have Time to miſpend in idle Diſcourſe; . and; 
0 be fear d, many are able to give a better Ac- 
. of their Neighbour's | Dreſs, than of the Ser- 
mon they have heard. Would it be thus; if we: 
hadi a ſerious Senſe of the Preſence of GOD in the 
Aſſembly? If we had a due Sollicitude for the Wel —— 
fare of our Souls ? or remember d that we muſt give 
an Account of every Sabbath, and every Sermon? 
El own, I have a great Opinion of the Sabbath, and 
of it's Importance. I look upon the religious Obſer- 
vation of it, as neceſſary to the very Being of Reli- 
gion. It is ſo far from being a Burden, an unneceſſary 
Impoſition on Mankind; that it is the greateſt Kind- 
neſs, to call us off from the World, which is ſo apt 
to engage our whole Soul ; and to oblige us to ſpend. 
one Day in ſeven; in Meditation and haly Exerciſes, 
which tend to fit us for that eternal State into Which 


we are s Were it not for the — 
CLICS 


IT 
ciſes of that 8 we ſhould ſoon. loſ the 2500 Ap. 
pearance of Religion. The growing Contempt of eh 
Sabbath is therefore, with me, a concluſive Arg zu- 
ment of our Apoſtacy, and an oa "2 e thas 

we are like to 0 


1 Another Token of our e is the Ne Alec 
of Family Religion. There art, tis to be fear d, eads. 
of Families, NO WAN never known to pray in their 
Families at all; and others who ſeldom attend this 
important Duty. The natural Concomitant of this, 
is a neglect of 'Family Iaſtruction and Family Go- 
vernment. They, who do not make Conſcience of 
praying with their Children and Servants, are not. 
like to take much Pains to teach them the Principles 
of Religion; or to reſtrain them from many Vices 
they are prone to: We may well expect, that Chil- 

dren, brought up in ſuch Families, will be careleſs 
and indifferent about wat ah it es are not Faun. 
lute and profane. Np | ee Rr 
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Bt if Family Prayer i is oma is not of etz 1 
much more? The Character of Men is not ſo much, 
affected by this, as by the other; and therefore they, 
who have no other View in their Family Devotions, 
_ a Conformity to Cuſtom, or preſerving their 

ation, are not like to be very careful about it. 

And“ tis evident, Men begin to loſe the Senſe, of their 
Dependence on God, for both ſpiritual and eternal 
Bleſſings. The former, but few employ their Thot's 
about: The ſatter, they are ready to think, come pro- 
miſcuouſly upon all, without the Direction of any 
ſuper-intending Being. They therefore ſeldom or 
never retire to ſpread their Requeſts before God.— 
Ignorant and helpleſs as they are, they do not im- 


plore his * to ſtrengthen and guide them; they _ L 
| enter 
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haps "hy them ſely "ot were on ge, under. If this is is 
the chic eie Profanencſs, . as 1 fincerely believe 
| if is, what a diſadyantageous Light does. the Preya- 
| lence of, Gig Sin ſet a People in ? A Sid, which has 
ny, Fa qundation in, Hardneſs of Heart, and ſearedneſs N 
| "of Co + ni ?— The Evils, I have. hitherto men- 
FX | ad, are thoſe which are immediately committed 
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8 * are in 8 OPM ce to ſpeak of the „Ne 
5 of Jaſus Cbrift and bis ins” — Many, begin to 
think, our glorious: Saviour might Ret ad his 

Pains ; and thar all he has ace] for the Salvation of 
fallenMan is unneceſſary. Af they do not declare this 
in ſo many Words, yet they ſay that which amounts 
to as much. Natural Religion is plac'd above the 
Religion of Chriſt; altho? we are evidently obliged 
to Chriſtianity, for a great deal we now put under the 


Head of nitiirat Religion. — The peculiar Doctrines 


of the Goſpel are derided z — The Atonement of 
_ Chriſt is denied ;— Faith in the Mediator, und in a 
future State, are look'd _ as of no Importance. 
Morality is ſpoken of, as 
| 75 to our Acceptance with God. 
You Miter; my Brethren, 1 have ew 158 of 
Moral as of the greateſt Importance. But as high- 
ly as Tefteem it, I think we ſet it too high, when we 
ſpeak of it as all that is neceſſary. I own, Faith, if 
# hath not Mortis, is dead, being alone: Aid ſo are 
Works without Faith; they will be a mere hfeleſs 
Carcaſe. The great Truths revealed in the Goſpel, 
and which are the Matter of the Chriſtian's Faith, are 
at the Foundation of right Practice. Without them 
Men may do ſome Things well: But, I am perſuad- 
eq, there is not like to be a ſincere, univerſal Confor- 
mity to the Will of God, where no Regard is had to 


them. To be ſure, if we may judge by the Behavi- 


our of Men, they, who place all Religion in Morality, 
often ſhow their Want of better Principles, to mend 
their Lives, and make them good Moraliſts. The 
Truth i is, Faith in God, in Chriſt, and in a ſuture 


tate, is * to ä chat Holineſs & Good 


neſs, 
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Threataipgs are denounced N e who 10 


RY YAY ve al * 1 to Happineſs 
And this Holineſs in the proper, the genuine Bf- 
fect, of a Belief of thoſe Truths, which the Goſpel 
reveals; and where they make a fuitable. Impreſſ Don 
on our Minds, they will have this Effect. \To ſeparat 

theſe Things, which haye ſuch a cloſe. 1 9 01 wit 

each other, is to do the greateſt Injury to the Cauſe 
of Virtue: And if Principles, which tend to this, pre. 
vail inſtead of the ee of W do. expe 


my are others; "who ae 15 1 not avow 

ſuch Tenets, and have an orthodox Creed; do yet 
greatly affront and diſhonour our Lord. Jeſus Chriſt 

ſlent his Invitations, reject his Offers, and . 

his Laws. Alas! How few have cordially ſubmitted 
to this glorious Saviour! They prefer the £njoyments 


of Time and Senſe to thoſe infinitely more valuable 


Bleſſings he has to beſtow. They ſuffer their Hearts 


to be wholly taken up with the Cares and 3 
of Life; and act, as if they had nothing to fear, or 


hope for, from . 3 altho' ſuch great Promi es are 
made to thoſe who ſubmit to him, and ſuch amazi 


and diſobey bim. 1 . 4 OTST 


"There are great Nu eee here never 35 


Tis 


| there wil b be none to aaa el Lord” 8 yn 2 2 


1 91 It 
; a is Mts a ; 
4 
Pl Aer 
1 


x 
4 * — N + — 1 * 
2 * 5 2 - 9 as p * : R 
7 7 1 2 EN * 9 
| 3 3 * 23 N 1 
* a * \ * 1 8 
Wo” > 6 4 


le will no wer iy come to th Chriſt will have 
A Church in the World, and ſome to ſhew his Death, 
til be comes: But this may be the Caſe with us, 
'Chriſt may unchurch us, as he has done the ſeven 
once flouriching Churches of Ala, and many other. 
The preſent State of Things among us, in this Reſpect, 
certainly argues a great n did not 
uſe to be 4 in New-Englond.”' NO 7 
* 2 7 9 uten = AIM . * — ($4684 2.68 % 
Sf to the Tb 
2 bird Place, che Cyntenpt that is poured on the Holy 
Spirit, Out Hegeneracy will be ſtill more evident. 
hefe is no Fruth in the whole Bible, written in fairer 


Characters; chan the neceſſity of theSpirit's Influence, 
0 fit us fob the Service of God here, and a State of 


Happineſs With Him hereafter: Anda little Acquain- 

tance with ourſelves,” would bring us to ſee ouf own 
| Weakneſs, and Need of the Aſſiſtance of this divine 
4 = But, in how many Ways is. this glorious 
n grieved! and offended?” The Powers of Man 
© exalted above Meaſure; the Neceſſity of divine 


che Minds of Men are deſpis'd; his Motions are re- 
ſifted ; his Convictions, wich ought to be carefully 
cheriſhed, are ſtifled & ſuppreſs'd. £Ev'n true Chriſ- 
tians are not enough ſenſible, of their Dependence on 
the Spirit of God, for Supplies of Grace and Strength; 

they do not conlider, as they ought; that they are the 
Temples of the Holy Gbr8 3 and often by an unſuitable 
Carriage grieve and offend him. To this Diſreſpect, 

with which the divine Spirit is treated, our Degetieracy 
is in a great Meaſure owing; and tis the more melan- 


cholly ; as, if ever we are recovet'd out of our de- 


elining State, it muſt be by his powerful Agency. 
But who can with Reaſon expect ſo great a Favour ; 
while we, in * Manner, — and affronc 
him ? -” C 2 Again, 


r rer ready Wwe ad in oy | 


Influence is denied; the Opetations of the Spirit in 
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and to diſcourſe of the great Things of Religion an 
| another World; they would find it Time ſpent to as 


en e e 
8 which. jean: in our ee Crimes 
which were not mentioned among our Fathers, are 


now ſo common, that they are ſcarce obſery'd : Or if 
obſer vd, not n as te 5 to be. 


4 13 4.4 


ip inſtance in 2 few Particul 


e is Is in fo for which * Lond MOUrNS.- — 
Once, our young People were forming religious So- 


cieties; to promote one another's. e Welfare, 
and which were ſo many Nurſeries 


or our Churches. 
But how. greatly are — diminiſh'd ?. Not above two 


or three in ſuch a Town as this! But how ma 


Societies are there of a different Kind; for Gaming, : 
exceſſive Drinking, and the like ?— do not ſay, that 
tis unlawful for young Perſons to meet together, to 
pabend. the Mind, and amuſe themſelves and one 
another: provided, that under ſuch Pretences, they 
do not go beyond the Bounds of Reaſon & Religion. 

But, if they were. ſometimes to meet to pray to God, 


good Purpoſe. Surely, to keep late Hours at a Tavern, 


is not reputable, to ſay no worſe. It they are Heads 


of Families, ſuch a Practice ſets a bad Example before 
thoſe, who are under their Care, it leads to a Neglect 
of Family Worſhip, and often introduces many other 


Diſorders. If thay: are unſettled in the World; their 


Places muſt be empty at the religious Exerciſes of the 
Family, where they dwell. — How many ſpend that 
Money in ſtrong Drink, which ought to be * pended, 
in the Support — themſelves and Families — How 
great is the Number of private Tipplers! Who here- 
by quench the Spirit of God, ruin their Conſtitutions, 


and reduce themſelves to Penury. and Want. Their 


ern and Servants are | * 


N | before they « come upon — — of * 


and Miſtreſſes, have to give up to God! I add Mif- 
treſſes; for tho they ſeem to be but little in the Way 
of Temptation; yet, even the Female Sex is awfully 


infected with 5 Vice. Things are greatly miſre- 


* eſented, if Numbers of theſe do not addict them- 


ves to drinking to Exceſs. Tis ſurprizing, what 


prodigious Sums are expended for ſpirituous Liquors, 
in this one poor Province. If Things are not greatly 
exaggerated, by thoſe who are moſt likel y to know, 

are than à Million of our old Currency in a Year. 
Surely much of this might be ſpar d. I am full in 
the Tho't, that, unleſs there is à Reformation in this 
Particular, ſtrong Drink will ſoon be the Ruin of this 

cople.. I leave it to your. ſerious Conſideration, 
whether Labour might not often be as well carried on 
without it: It was in the firſt Days of Ve- England. 
But if hard Labour makes it neceſſary, which I much 

ueſtion; yet ſurely, tis not neceſſary for thoſe, who 
45 notLabdur. Or, if the moderate Uſe of ſpirituous 
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iy WS is tia whicls —_——— 50 jong us. 
There are ſome who dare to vindicate this Vice, aſtho 


it is evidently ſubverſive of Society, as well as con- 
trary to the plain Laws of God. Books, which 
tend to fill the Mind with impure Ideas, and to feed 


an unlawful Flame, are frequently, and with Pleaſure 
read. The Converſation of too many, eſpecially 
young Perſons, abounds, if not with downright Ob- 
ſcenity, yet with Hints & Innuendos which approach 
very near it, and equally diſcover the Impurity of 
Meir r And how n are Acts of Unchaſtity 
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faly to put off a Creditor,or to make a good 


„ Weir 1 — Friends are 
and all, Whe Chaves Colca ter Virtue a 

| , mourn! © But may we not fear that many 
— — Darkneſs are kept ſeeret froti Men? The. 
cannot be hid from that God, to Them the Darlene 
and the Light are rhe ſame. Indeed 48 td fome, 
they are grown impudent in this Werz they Teck no 
Corners; but — their Sin a8 8 There art 
thoſe ich this Chriſtian Land; if common Fame is 
ever to be credited, who avowedt nee in Unclean- 


they are not aſham'd of ſuch horrid 1 
know hot why we fhould be chained ug der 1 Teſti. 
mony'apainſt then. Theſe Things prove, * 
bees very near, to the Chart der e ar adult 
Generation, in a literal; as well as a figur tive Seu. 4 
, 6 6G65HC7HILETE. Ca FE 222 5 | 
Again, Oppreſion and Tnjuſtice are Sic, which bibs 
great Guilr upon this Land. Men do not conſider 
what is right and fit: but how they may make — 
Advantage of the Neceſſity; and, very often, t 
Ipnorance of their Neighbours. The Labodurer js 


frauded of his Hire; or paid in ſuch a Way, as renders 


him unable to procure the Neceſſaries of Life. The 
Complaints, —— eli are made of this, are not without 
Foundation.” The Cry of Oppreffion is gone up to 
Heaven. And 1 miſtaken; if the Way of Deal 
ing, we are getting into, is not ſoch} as tends to de- 
count Ave N enar ns'of Equiry;" which are among 
_ ($21 FTW T0048; 423 FS is 4G 42 
ABI}: 3 125 1 HK vb 7 : 

* might menten the Diſpolteton there is in many, 
to make Promiſes, when they have no rational Pro C. 
pect of being able to fulfil them. Hing or peaking 
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"Pride is another Sin of the Tia mes — 5 — in 
our Dreſs, in our Furniture, and in all our Behaviour. 
Superiours treat thoſe, who are below them, with 
Haughtineſs and Contempt; and Inferiours affect ta 
make as good an ee e as they do, rr Fro- 
vidence has: oVe them... te b 


Shall 1 en of 2 or 1 — — there 
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is in us, to gratify our ſenſual Appetites? Poor as | 
we are, we live high, and fare ſumpiuouſly every Day. x 
This deſtroys our Health, conſumes our Subſtance, | 
enfeebles the Mind, feeds our, Luſts, and ſtupifies: * 
Conſcience. While we and pamper our +2 
Bodies, we ſtarve our Souls. — We "all agree, that EM I 


Frugality i is neceſſary, to retrieve us, from the Diſfi- | 


culties 1 in which we are involved; ; but no) one is will- 
ing to begin, and to ſet an Example of that — 
every one recommends to Nis Nein way (h# 


Once more, Slander and. Calumm are ns 
Evils—We are not tender of our Neighbour's renin. 


tation, as we ought to be. Inſtead of being faithful 
Monitors to them, when they have done amiſs ; we 
publiſh their Failings, and propagate every idle Story, 
or evil Surmiſe. Detraction is ſo common a Sin; that 


| ey, who are guilty of i 1 are hardly aware, they do 
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jurious to W e more hurefal + to "Society, 7. or 
more / contrary to that Love and N which 
the Goſpel ſo — recommends. | 


I cannot omit the seg Pre) 24 Ungo- i 
— of Children and 5 People: Their 
Irreverence to Superiours, and Diſobedience to thoſe 
who are placed over them. A Temper & Behaviour 
| big with Miſchief to — to the 
| C_—_ of all Order, Decency, and Virtue.— 


5 Thus [ have . ſome of thoſe Sins which 

| prevail among us. I am not ſenſible, that I have at 
eee Matters. Sure I am; I have ſaid no- 

8 — kh I did not myſelf believe to be true, and 

LU which I did not think it my Duty to ſay. I have us'd 155 

i Plainneſs, 5 1 eſe to be underſtood. | 


After all, 1 am not charging the Body of this 
| People with the Crimes I have mention d. It is to 
| be hopꝰ d, that the greateſt Part of us are not guilty of 

| | the more groſs Acts of Immorality ; and that we 
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have ly Number, who have efcaped the 
| Pollulonst —_—_ the World thro? Luſt ; 20 ad- 
a here to the Cauſe of God and Virtue, in theſe dege- 

[ 

| nerate Days. But this, as one obſerves, <* does 
4 not wholly excuſe us; for we are all faulty in 
133 46 this, that theſe Kind of Vices: are” too much con- 
"8 | anivedat; atleaſt, they-are © not ſufficiently branded 

| c and put out of Countenance. They aſs under 

| 4 46 22fy, not to ſay,creditable Names. And fo little a 
| Senſe have we of them, that a Man may keep his 
Reputation among us, tho* he be very vicious. 
| This very Thing, without our perſonal Guilt, makes 
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Solemnities: Let us, this Day, call our Sins to Re- 
membrance, and the Sins of this People. Let us 
think of the Guilt we have contracted. Let us la- 
bour to affect our Souls with a Senſe of it; to get 
into a penitent Frame; and to form new and ſtrong 
Reſolutions, againſt Sin of every Kind. —*Tis only 


by Repentance, we can avert the Judgments which ; 


are impending over us: And if there i is true R 

* tance, there will be a Reformation of the Evils we 
repent of. This is what we muſt be brought to, or 
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of us help d to make this a guilty: People; let us do 


at leaſt as much, to make us a penitent and a reform- 
ed People. Let us make it ur earneſt Requeſt to 
God, that he would beſtow on us the Grace neceſſary, 
to enable us to walk before him in all holy Converſa- 
tion and Godlineſs. And let us be ever watchful 
_ againſt thoſe. Sins which do moſt- eaſily beſet us. 
Perhaps we have been kept back from ſcand alous 
Crimes; but have we not, many of us, our ſecret 
Sins? If theſe are indylg'd, they are like to end in 
ſomething worſe. We all need to adopt that Prayer 
of the Pſalmiſt 4 ® Cleanſe thou me. from ſecret Faulis; 
Keep back thy Servant from e e dns; Let them 
not have W over me. 
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we can, in our reſpective Places, to reclaim. others. 
Let us counſel and warn them, as Opportunity pre- 
ſents If we gan do nothing elſe, we can bear Teſti- 
mony againſt their Vices. e may, as Prudence will 
admit, ſhow our Abliorteace of their Crimes; and 
: endeavour to ſname them into Amendment.—It will 
be a glorious: Remard of our Endeavours, if we can 
ade a Soul ſrom Death. It will yield us unſpeakable. 
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20 10 Particular, let Heads of Fomilies "endeavour. to 
amend what is amiſs at Home; by Admonition, Ad-* 
vice, Prayer, Reſtraint, and above all, by a good 
. If ever there is a general Reformation, I 
m perſwaded it will begin here. If Men were bro't 
g — . of their ownHovuſes, Things would ſoon be 
in a better Poſture . But as the prevailing Diſſolute- 
neſs & Immorality is, in a great Meaſure, owing to the 
a Neglect of nnz Worſhip, Iaſtruction Goverument; 
W are neglected, I cannot hope for better 
| begs 'T here maybe omg refractory Children and 
Servants, who will not berreſtxained 4. but much 
Good might be done, /by-a-ſuitable-Care-in this par- 
ticular. And he, who has attended his Duty with 
Reſpect to thoſe under his Charge, tho his Endea- 
yours fail of Succeſs, may, amidſt the uneaſy Re- 
flections this muſt neceſſarily occaſion, have the ſalis- 
factory Thought, that he has delivered his own Soul. 
But that Parent or Maſter, who neglects 40 pray with, 
to reſttain, to caunſel and warn his Children aid Ser- 
_ wants; is, in a great Meaſure, chargeable with the 
Crimes they commit ; and muſt, ; et. to —— 
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Grace: He uſually proceeds in a more gradual Way 


but it may not be leſs effectual. By thelnfluence of his 
Spirit, accompanying his Word, and the Diſpenſation 


of his Providence, he may reſtrain bold Tranſgreſſors, 
and prevent the Heaven-daring Acts of Wickedneſs, 
they would otherwiſe commit: can ſo reform 
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and change them, as that they ſhatl fear, obey and 


ſerve him. Or, if provok'd by the Crimes of any, he 
ſuffers them after their Hardneſs and impenitent Heart, 


to fx ge up unto tbemſelves Wrath againſt the Day of 
yet he can cauſe their Crimes to appear de- 
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teſtable in the Eyes of others 3, and ſo prevent the 


Influence of their bad Example. He can inſpire the 
Virtuous and Good with Courage and Fortitude, to 

appear on the Lord's Side, againſt the Workers of Ini- 
quity ; and by daily Additions: to their Numbers, 
make them ſuperiour to thoſe, who are inliſted under 
the Devil's Banner. By theſe, and a Multitude of 
other Ways, is God able to ſtop the Progreſs of Im- 


piety and Wickedneſs, and to reclaim a degenerate 
People. And thus, when he ſees fit, ſhall his Grace 
triumph over all Oppoſition. AnEvent this, ſo deſira- 
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